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be forewarned is not always to-- be

TO prepared, in contradiction of the

ancient adage. Health boards and individ-

ual physicians certainly knew from last
season that there would be a recurrence
of the dread influenza, which in that year
took so fatal a toll. Hut deep as bad been
the study into the causes and cure, once
more this country lias passed through the
horrors of an epidemic.

Dr. Simon Flexner, head of the Rocke-

feller Institute, the purpose of which is
investigation into lite physical ills of man-
kind, makes the statement that the world
must make a mighty scientific effort if it
nopes to rid itself of this great scourge.

Tbe celebrated scientist has a concrete,
progressive suggestion to advance. It is
thai a search must bo made for the 3ource
of the contagion to be followed by a groat
cooperative effort among all mankind to
ftrike n blow at the heait of the disease
monster.

"Regarding epidemic disease in general,"
Dr. Flexner says, "we arc wont to assume
the introduction from without and usually
from a distant locality of a special kind or
race of micro-organis- which is held di-

rectly responsible for the ensuing epidemic.
"In (he instance of the epidemic of pneu-

monia no such importation or new intro-

duction of the inciting streptococcus needs
to be. or aclualJy is. assumed. It is so
probable as to amount lo practical cer-

tainty that the excessively virulent strept-
ococcus hermolytieit was developed by a
process of selection, through successive
transfer from person to person and by
gralual enlargement of its invasive prop-
erties.

"We are on safe ground when we assume
that it leaves the respiratory organs of one
person to be introduced on the correspond-
ing organs of oilier persons and in no other
manner.''

Emphasizes the Warnings.
That statement from this eminent man

emphasizes every warning of the health
.minorities against contact of the uninfected
with a sufferer, and impb'es a warning

hich cannot be too generally understood
h all. He considers influenza separately
from pneumonia, admitting that wide

of opinion prevail with regard to
the manner of its spread and the r.ature of
i micro-organisi- saying'

"While other epidemics proceed from had
to worse, influenza seems to overwhelm
communities over even wide strelehes of
country as by a single, stupendous blow.
While in penumonia tho gradually aecel-Icrute- d

rate of extension may be taken to
indicate personal conveyance, in the case
of influenza the sudden wide onset appears
the verv npfrntinn nf minti n nmiwa

"Hence the revival of the notion of mys--
lcnous influences to account for the

This is very fnr from being a
matter of remote importance only, since in
he ptid the successful imposition of sani-iar- y

regulations involves wide cooperation,
and until the majority of individuals com-
piling a community is brought to a fair
icel of understanding of and belief in the
measures proved, serious and- - sustained
ndeavor to enforce them is scarcely to be

expected.
"No better instance of a commnnicahle

disease could perhaps be invoked to exor-"is- e

the false idea of the mysterious origin
'"!' epidemics. To dwell solely on the sud-h- n

and overwhelming stroke of the disease
- wholly to overlook the significant inci-

dents that precede the infection Iwcause
'hey lack dramatic quality. Detailed rec-r- di

show convincingly a period of inva-
sion during which there is a gradunl rise in
he number of cases to culminate in a wide-nrea- d.

'explosive outbreak.
"'I happen thai the earl of epi- -

7

demic influenza tend not to be severe, chief-l-y

because they rarely are attended by
pneumonia and hence are frequently mis-

taken, and the confusion of diagnosis ia re-

solved only when the full intensity of the
epidemic is realized. In the meantime rich
opportunity has existed for the comming-
ling of tho sick and the well, of doubtles"
healthy carriers of the inciting agent nnd
others, until so high a degree of dissemina-
tion has been secured as to expose the en-

tire susceptible element of the population.
"Like deductions can be drawn from the

geographic movements of influenza epi- -

Paying
To The Son and New York Herald :

attention has been called to anivr article published in The Sun and
New York Herald on page 22, head of the

third column, of yonr issue of February 3,

entitled "System Urged in Buying for

for Army." Tho article in qnestionstntcs

that in order "that tie army may profit
from its experience in the world wnr and to

bring about a centralization of responsi-

bility in tho matter of supply, a largo com-

mittee of who served in the

American Expeditionary Forces --and tbe
United States issbeing formed in New York

to urge on Congress proper legislation for

a unified supply system that will admit of
sound business organization." Included in

the article a list of the. officers of this new

organization is given nnd the following is

quoted from a statement issued by their
Executive Committee:

"In our judgment all army supplies
should be purchased, paid lor, stoivd
and transported through one staff do- - '

pnrtmcnt, in which responsibility for
the supply of tho Army should be cen-

tred."
"This organization is composed almost ex-

clusivity, if not entirely, of former Qnnr-tennaste-

who served in tho Quartermaster
Corps of this country and overseas, and tbe
purpose of the organization n shown in
their statement is to consolidate in the
Quartermaster Corps all activities fiat have
to do with tho procurement of supply, the
contracting therefor nnd the pr.yment and
nrennntirif. ronneetivl therewith.

At the beginning of tho world war the
Quartermaster Corps had the procurement
of the greater portion of tho supplies for
the Army, the transportation and storage"
of same, and the paying and accounting
therefor. Under the stress of war condi-

tions it was found necessary, in order to
properly carry on the work of supply for
the Army, to organize the Trnnsportaion
Service as an independent activity and
place the construction activities also under
an independent bead, it being very evident
as a result of actual operations in time nf
war that too many duties had been placed
upon one War Department organization.

Prior to the declaration of war there
were Ave supply bureaus hi the War De
portment, each making it own purehsses,
making its own contracts, paying its dWn

bills and doing its own accounting, nnd
there were as many systems of doing busi-

ness as there were bureaus. As a result of
this disjointed method of doing business,

bureaus of the War Department were found
bidding ngninst each other in (he market
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Drs. Flexner and Copeland Urge
World Fight to End Influenza

Eminent Head of the Rockefeller Institute for Medical Research
.Suggests Scientific 'Hunt. for Source and New York City

Health Commissioner Emphasizes Need for Immediate,
Action, Regardless of

demies. In eastern Tlussin and Turkestan,
influenza spreads lie speed of a cara-

van, in Europe nnu ..mcrica with the speed

of an expresi train, und in the world at

large with the rnpidity of an ocean liner.

"There arc pood reasons for believing

that influenza itself is not a serious dis-

ease but that its sinister character is given

to it by the remarkable frequency, with

which it is followed, under particular cir-

cumstances, by a concomitant or sec-

ondary penumonia infection, to which

the severe effects and high mortality are

traceable and which is the product of in
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the War
by

fer a class of supplies that were restricted

in quantity. Under the Overman act this
was remedied and there was assigned to the
Quartermaster Corps, under the title of
"Purchase and Storage Division," the duty
of purchasing all dBase of supplies that
were common in use lo two or more bureaus
of the War Department, leaving to the
other bureaus the purchase of such techni-

cal or spcinl supplies as were peculiar to
their own operation.

One Directing
1'nder the Overman act tho finances of

he War Department were consolidated
under one directing head, styled the "Di-

rector of Finance," and for the first time
:n the history of the War Department it
wib possible to have n financial control.
I'hc Finance Service of the Wnr Depart-

ment as organized pays all bills, whether for
-- upplies or services, and doca the account-

ing tbeicfor. Systems of procedure have
leen simplified and multiplicity of forms
have been standardized, u trained personnel
has leen put into the field and bills an;
!ing paid more promptly and more ac-

curately than ever before in the history of
the Government, and the Government hu
been giveu protection by an independent
itidit of account submitted for settlement
by nn impersonal service which is not under
control of the supply bureaus which have

the obligation.
A supply representative who has entered

into a contract and has obligated the Gov-

ernment is no longer able to command a dis-

bursing officer, who heretofore hai been
part of the personnel of his office, to pay
the bill irrespective of whether or not it i

a proper charge against the Government,
nnd tho protection 'afforded the Govern-

ment by this independence of the disburs-
ing ageney is not confined alone to any in- - '

tentional attempt to defraud the Govern-
ment, hut is of great value as a saving fac-

tor in the' ease of honest blunders mode by
contracting officers. Since July 1, 1019,
the Finance Service, beeanse of its entire
independence from supply bnreaus, has
been nble to save to the Government from
fle field of activity alone sufficient money
to pay for the entire operation of the
Finance Service its enlisted
:ind civilian personnel for n number of
yenrs. This is. not a general statement, hut
is a matter of abpolnte record, supported
by figures showing actual collections made.

The Military Affairs Comnn'Uae of the

Both Society and
vasion of the respiratory organs with bnc- -

teria commonly present on the upper res- -

piratory mucous membranes.
"The severe effects .and high fatalities

.irise, not from bacteria brought or impose 1'

trom without, but from their representn- -

lives which are commonly resident in the
membrane of the nose and throat in health.

"Protection in diseases of this class is

not to be secured by applying' sanitary
measures on a wide scale to an extraneous
and inanimate" source of the infectious
micro-organism- as to contaminated water
supplies, which spread typhoid, or to in-

ferior animal species, such 11 the mosquito

or the rat, which net us intermediarion to
conveying the germs of ,ellow fever, but by
methods of personal hygiene, applied on
the individual scale of safeguarding one

person from another, the most difficult of
all hygienic, regulations ti enforce.

"Kpidemie diseases, in the commonly ac-

cepted sense, have fixed homes. In these

they survive without usually attracting
special attention. But from time to time
and for reasons not clear those dormant
foci of the epidemics lake on unwonted ac-

tivity evidenced by the more .frequent ap-

pearance of the particular disease among

be nMive population, and sooner or Infer

an extension of the disease beyond the en-

demic confines.

Source of Influenza Known.'
"There are excellent reasons for believing

he endemic home of influenza to be East-

ern Europe, and in particular the border
region between Itnssia and Turkestan.
From this Eastern home at intervals, usu-

ally of two or three decade, a migrator"
epidemic influenza begins moving eastward
and westward, with the greater velocity in

the latter direction ours.
it seem worth while to

consider an effort to control amounting
even to eventual emdi'-n'io- of the di

tnes in 1hn region of l'eir endemic sur-

vival, an effort not ocfi-iot- and inten-

sively spasmodic but coptinuoiis over rehi- -

Finance Service, Forced Need, Saves

Money and Expedites Business, Writes
Brig.-Ge-n. H. M. Lord

Under. Head.

commissioned,

"Accordingly,

Senate and the Military Affars Committee

of tho House of Hepiesentutivea, after ex-

tended hearings, have decided in favor of
an independent finance service for the

army, independent of any and all supply
bnreaus. This decision has licru reached

lee.us it has been conclusively shown u

the members of the two committees Hint

andj an independence of finance is abso-

lutely necessary for nn economical and effi-

cient administration of the War Depart-

ment finances.
When the various finance activities of

the War Department bureaus were taken
over by the finance service there were six

disbursing offices in New York city, re-

quiring nix rental, independent overhead

in the way of offices and civilians, and it

was necessary for creditors of the Govern-

ment to find the particular office which

carried the appropriations from which the

contractor's bill could be paid. All these

independent offices, with their leases and
their expensive personnel, have been elim-

inated, and contractors having bills against
tbe War Department submit them to one

disbursing officer in one office, who ha

funds with which to pay all legitimate
bills against tho War Department. At the

time of the consolidation of the New York

offices there wore taken over by the finance
service more than twenty thousand unpaid
biMs, all of them long past due. These out-

standing bills were Immediately settled, and
that has been characteristic of the opera-

tion of the finance service with relation to

the War Department's indebtedness the
country over.

Pay Bill More Rapidly.

There have been enarges of delay in pay-

ment, some of. whieh might legitimately be

charged to the finance service, hut the

great mass of bills have been paid more

promptly and more accurately than at any
other time in pie history of the Govern-

ment, Finance officers representing the
finance service have as their particular
and definite duty the settling of accounts,
wh'ich heretofore was a side issue in the

office of the various supply bureaus. The

finance service is not only not responsible
itself for delays, except in very infrequent
cases, but is responsible nnd entitled to the
credit for expediting payments in Bpite of
delays on tho part of the supply bureaus.

If a voucher Is subnntted to the financi
If U aaUtanetit and it ia Ml ttsaf late

Cost, Seeking to

Department's Bills

the Government
lively long periods in the hope that the
seed beds, as ii were, of the disease shall
be destroyed."

That, it will be remembered with pride
l.y every American was exactly what was
(lone with regard to yellow fever, a prob- -

lem very different, of course, but ono of
which the successful solution certainly gives
hope that much might be done if this sug-

gestion of Dr. Flexner should be carried
out.

"The very magnitude of the problems of
poliomyelitis (infantile paralysis) and in-

fluenza," Dr. Flexner continued, "invites to

an imaginative outlook, which, while per-
haps le may not be

hopelessly out of reach
"In proposing to strive for this high

achievement, not merely of parrying the
blowsfctruck by destructive epidemics but of
rendering them impossible to strike in the
future, we may 'pauifc for a moment to re-

flect on the different ways in which peo-

ple react to great calamities, sucbus thov
brought by war and by disease.

"As the result of a cruel and devastating
war, revolutions in governments supposed
the most stable may occur, but no such re-

sult follows after still more devastating epi-

demics:
'The last emdemic of influenza claimed

possibly more victims than the great war,
aud the losses to the world in emotion
(.pent, treasure consumed nnd progress im-

peded are incalculable; yet through a for-

tuitous circumstance of psychology, from
the one calamity the world may emerge
chastened, perhaps even bettered, while

from tbe other, because of u depth 4of ig-

norance amounting often even to fatnliiiiii,

mankind may largely mi the deep mean-

ing of the leon.'"

Dr. Copeland's Ideas.
The head of the Health Board of New

York feel that both governments and so-

ciety hae been criminally negligent with

regard to "flu." He referred to the in-

fluenza pandemic of 1!)18 ae haviug been

a representative of the dirretor oi finance
immediately gets in touch with the parties
at fault and omits no cffoit posible to
have the voucher properly completed ami
immediately paid. The greater efficiency
of the finance service-- over prior conditions
where the supply bureaus controlled pay-

ment was so marked that the Merchants
Association of New York, in whose six
thousand firm members are numbered
ninny hundreds o,' War Department con-

tractors, has given unqualified indorsement
of an independent finance service in the
War Department.

Valuable Aid From Experts.
In the organization of the finance er-vi-

the director of finance has bad the
valued assistance of an advisory council

iimde.up of the following persons:
Otto II. Kahn of Kubn, Loch & Co..

New York city; Charles G. Dubois, comp-

troller of the American Red Cross, and
comptroller of the American Telegraph and
Telephone Company; Charles D. Norton,
formerly Assistant Secretary of the Treas-

ury and now ptesident First Securities
Company. New York city; C. B. Seger,
formerly president of the Union Pacific
aud now president of the United States
Uubber Company; Gerard Swope of the
Western Electric Company, and Col. S. H.
Wolfe of th- - firm of S. H. k Lee J. Wolfe,
New York city.

This committee, which has been in touch

with and Is Intimately familiar with tbe
institution, development and growth of the
finance sendee, has written to the chair-

men of the Military Affairs Committee of
the Congress urging the retention of the

finance service.
$Che Inspector General of the Army,

whose duty-i-t has been to inspect money

accounts of all disbursing officers of the
War Department, indorees nn independent

liuance service as being economical and
necessary for the efficient administration
of the War Department finances.

The plan to consolidate under the Quar-

termaster General the finances of the
Army, which is proposed by the organiza-

tion referred to iff your article of February
3, does not meet with favor on the part of
Army personnel who are in any way

familiar with Army conditions and the con-

ditions that have boon presented during tbe
war relative to supplies and finance. Gen.

Persldng, in bis bearings before the Joint
Military Affairs Committees,' stated that
he would be opposed to having the Finance
Service attached to the Quartermaster bu-

reau, stating that the Quartermaster Corps
wa inclined to be tcp-heuv- y anyway.

Gen. Charles G. Dawes, president of tbe

Arouse '
'

(he most herious invasion of the public
he.dtli in hixtory.

"It is probable," said Dr. Copeland.
"that the germ responsible for influenza is

i very low forju of vegetable life. To my

uiud it is liiiiieutablu that appropriating
bodies did not iinticipato the present situa-

tion, and, by providiuy money, have the
laboratories and the scientists ready and at
work pushing out the boundaries of human
knowledge uo that some form of preven-

tion or cure might have been found be-

fore '.his certainty eventuated.
"It is not too late today to go forward

:n this undertaking. ,
"I am glad to see that the national Con-

gress is considering 'the appropriation of
')00,000 for the study of influenza, but I

can see no reason why, instead, $5,000,000
should not be appropriated.

"If the laboratories of fun Department
of Health of the city of New York were
given $500,000 for the study of this dis-

ease, in my opinion it would be money well

expended. The Rockefeller Institute, the

Armour Institute of Chicago, as well as tbe

great research laboratories in Paris and in

London, should be at similar work.
"A disease like typhoid fever has been

so thoroughly studied, the habits of the

germ are so well understood, thnt any com-

munity or locality is prepared to deal at
once with an invasion of the public health
by this particular plague. About influenza,
on the contrary, remain many mysteries.

"We don't know whether it is due to a

genu or to a virus or what its cause may

lc. The result is that when an influenza
epidemic comes every physician in the

world helplessly throws up his hands,
instantly that he knows nothing of

the cause and therefore can know nothing
of prevention.

"Notwithstanding the limited funds at
he command of the Commissioner of

Health the laboratories of New York city
of (he Heulth Department have been di-

rected to put aside everything else in order
that two diseases influenza and measles
may be studied. That, we believe, is the
method of true constructivism. If the
world followed it for one short year we
never again would suffer from an epidemic
of influenza.

Must Find the Cause.

"Whenever science has fonnd the cause
of a disease very little time has preceded
the discovery of some means of prevention
or of cure. Kvery energy of every scientist
of every laboratory in every country in the
world ought to be turned now to the study
of this particular disease, in order that this
may occur. ,

"Simply because influenza after coming
in ISSi) and 1890 disappeared from the an-

nals of our history for quite a time society
and the medical profession forgot how ter-

rible it was whilo it was here. This present
epidemic will die out, and unless society is
aroused to the importance of protecting the
next and succeeding generation little prog-
ress will be made.

"This is the time, while the germ is not
temporarily buried, but while the effects of
its activity above the surface arj, wide-

spread, for scientific men to busy them-felv-

in studying the problem.
"Our people were high in their resistance

of the influenza as they would be high

in jheir. resistance of any other disease.

Bnt in spite of all our efforts at public
education in health matters, in spite of all
the money which we spent in efforts to con-

trol the disease, in spite of everything that
we could do, 35,000 men, women and chil-

dren died in this city as' the result of this
disease and its complications.

"More people died from influenza during
the epidemic which preceded that now un-

der way than were killed in the Great War.
"And many more are dying nnd will die.

"Is it not time, therefore, for every na-

tion, n; for u concert of all nations, to tak-!,)!(- !

upon this thing in dn energetic way

tvlttcli will insure solution of tbe problem
and insure giving to society:

"() Knowledge of what causes the dis-

ease
"(2), Some effective preveutio for the

disease, and,
"(3). Some means of cure when once the

human body bos been attacked by this par-ocul- ar

form of ailment f"
I'lainly tbe doctors are agreed on this

question that .the source of the flu must be

sought and found. Plainly Dr. Flexner's
thought is thai humanity may do away with

influenza if it wishes to.
Does it wish tot
Who will provide tlie money for the great

stroke at the source of tho world scourge f
Will it be a government or a group of gov-

ernments? Or will it bo an individual or
group of individuals. Or will it lie no one

tit nil leaving the world exped to newly
terrible influenza tragedies?
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